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THE BETTER LAND. 



THE BOBDES LAND. 

**The time of my departure is at hand."— 2 TnL iv. 6. 

AGED Christian, thy day is far spent, 
thy journey is nearly ended The 
greatest part of the wilderness is behind 
thee. Thou hast travelled many a weary 
mile, and hast spent many a sorrowful 
day. But thou hast not much farther to 
go. Thou hast not many more days to 
spend here. Thou art just on the edge of 
the wilderness, on the borders of the pro- 
mised land. Soon, very soon, thy Lord 
will send his messenger to call thee home. 
The year of release is just at hand. Do 
not, therefore, give way to fear. Do not 
hang down thy head like a bulrush, but 
look up, for thy redemption draweth nigh. 
Let us talk together a little of the past, 

the present, and the future; and let us 
try and comfort one another with God's 

own precious words. 



TUE BORDER LAND. 



We have not much time left, let us not 
waste it. We have not far to go, let us 
not loiter. We are in the border country, 
let us expect visits from " the better 
LAND." We are hasting from danger and 
a country that is doomed; let us not look 
back. Every step now brings us sensibly 
nearer home. Every hour tells, and the 
last hour will soon be hera 

Let us attend to the Apostle's admoni- 
tion, " This I say, brethren, the time is 
short; it remaineth, that both they that 
have wives be as though they had nane; 
and they that weep, as though they wept 
not; and they that rejoice, as though they 
' rejoiced not ; and they that buy, as though 
they possessed not; and they that use 
this wcorld, as not abusing it; for the 
feshion of this world passeth away. But 
I would have you without carefulness." 

Anxiety about temporal things does 
not become us now. The world is to us 
like an inn, where we lodge to-night, but 
shall leave it to-morrow. 
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" The world passeth away; but he that doeth ti 
vHl 43i Orod abideth for ever." — ^1 John ii. 17. 



THE BEYIEW. 

" God, tlioa hast taught me from my youth.**— Ps. IxxL 17. 

TN early life, God began to instruct ua 
He taught us the rigid requirements 
of his holy law, oiur need of a better 
righteousness than our own, the import- 
ance of an interest in Christy and the 
necessity of personal holiness. Under his 
teaching we left the world, came to Jesus, 
embraced the atonement, found peace, 
and commenced walking with God. Many 
years have passed since that period, many 
times have we manifested the depravity 
of our hearts, through many trials and 
troubles we have been brought, but amidst 
all, our God has taught us. 

Yes, he has taught us our own weak- 
ness, the vanity of the world, the insuffi- 
ciency of earthly things, and the necessity 
of something superior to what we find 
here, to satisfy the cravings of our im- 
mortal minds. Daily has he taught us 
our need of Christy and how to make use 
of him. He has taugjafc x^a Vyj \si& ^^^^\ 
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by his servants, by his providence, and 
by his Spirit. And it is in consequence 
of his teaching that we now cleave to 
Jesus, prefer holiness to sin, heaven to 
earth, and the presence of God to every- 
thing beside. 

Blessed, for ever blessed be God, 'for 
teaching us. For if he had not taught 
us, we had stiU been ignorant of ourselves, 
strangers to Jesus, and alienated from 
the. life of God through the ignorance 
that is in us, because of the natural blind- 
ness of our minds. 

My soul, look back at the many Ebe- 
nezers thou hast set up, when helped 
in difficulty, when supplied in necessity, 
and when delivered out of trouble. Espe- 
cially notice this, how thy God has taught 
thee thy need of his grace, the precious- 
ness of Christ, and the value and veracity 
of his precious promises. thou blessed 
God and Saviour, I praise, I bless thee, 
that thou hast taught me from my youth ! 

" Bemember all the way which the Iiord thy God 
bath led thee."— ]>eiit. Till 2. 



THE PETITION. 

" Cast me not off in the time of old ss^e ; forsake me not when 
my strength faileth.**— Ps. IxxL 9, 

"READER, do you not often put up the 
same petition to your good and gi*aci- 
ous God? What could be so dreadful, as 
to be cast off of God? What should we 
deprecate so much, as to be forsaken when 
our strength fiiileth? But the Lord will 
not forsake his people for his great name's 
sake: because it hath pleased the Lord to 
make them his people. 

No, my aged brother, my aged sister, 
the Lord will never cast thee off; he will 
never forsake thee. Yet, you may relieve 
your mind by thus praying, and please 
your God by thus pleading with him, 
provided you do not suspect his veracity, 
or doubt his faithfulness. Again the 
psahnist breathes out his sold, " Now also 
when I am old and grey-headed, God, 
forsake me not; until I have shewed thy 
strength unto this generation, and thy 
power to every one that is to come." You 
see he is panting to be useful He wanted 
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bo bear witness for God, to testify to his 
power, faithfulness, and iove. 

Blessed be God, he never did forsake 
an old pilgrim yet ! Blessed be God, he 
never did neglect an old servant yet! 
Many have deserved it; but he hath not 
dealt with us after our sins, nor rewarded 
us according to our iniquities. He is faith- 
ful to his word, and cannot lie. He is in 
one mind, and who can turn him? Let 
us abide at his throne, hang on his word, 
plead for his presence, and aim in some 
feeble way to glorify him; and then we 
toay dismiss all our fears about his cast- 
ing us off, or forsaking us. Then we may 
sing, if we have breath enough left, " God 
is our refuge and strength, a very present 
help in trouble; therefore will not we 
fear, though the earth be removed, and 
the mountains be carried into the midst 
of the sea: The Lord of hosts is with us, 
the God of Jacob is our refuge." 

** This Grod is our God for ever and eyer ; he will be 
our guide, even unto death. — Ps. zlriii. 14. 
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THE PROSPECT. 

" As for me, I will behold thy fiue in righteoasness; I shall be 
satisfied, when I awake, with thy likeness."— Pa. zriL 15. 

PRESENT circumstances may be trying. 
The Lord may hide his fitce, or with- 
hold sensible comforts. Providence may 
appear to frown, and temporal things may 
run counter to oui* wishea Corruption 
may work powerfully within, and innu- 
merable sins may stare us in the fitce. 
Comparing ourselves with what God re- 
quires, we may be depressed; and com- 
paring ourselves with what Jesus was, 
we may not be able to discover more 'than 
a very faint resemblanca 

But let us look forward; it will not be 
always as it is now. There will be a change, 
and a glorious change, soon. Others may 
have easier circumstances, they may be 
strangers to the conflicts we endure, and 
we may wonder at their prosperity. But 
what pleases them would not satisfy us. 
Nor must we expect lull satisfaction at 
present If we are hungering oad tiji^^ir 
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ing after righteousness ; if we are longing 
to be like Jesus; if we are pining and 
praying for the presence of God; there is 
a glorious prospect before us. 

We shall see our God soon; we shall 
fall asleep for a time, it may be vexed, 
wearied, and disappointed; but we shall 
awake in the likeness of Jesus. Our pre- 
sent privileges are great, but our future 
prospects are unspeakably glorious. " Be- 
loved, now are we the sons of God, and 
it doth not yet appear what we shall be ; 
but we know that when he shall appear, 
we shall be like him, for we shall see him 
as he is." 

Like him! glorious privilege ! Awake 
up in his likeness! delightful prospect! 
My poor, afflicted, tried, tempted, and 
aged friend, lift up thy downcast head; 
look from thy present circumstances, for 
thy redemption draweth nigh. You will 
soon put off this tabemacley and be clothed 
upon with a house which is from heaven. 

" Thou wilt shew me the path of life ; in thy pre- 
sence is fulness of joy ; at thy right hand there are 
pleasures for evemiore." — Ps. xvi. 11. 



THE ^BOMISE. 

*' Even to yoar old age I am he; and even to hoar hairs I will 
' carry you: I have made, and I will bear; even I will carry, 
and will deliver you."— Iba. xlvL 4. 

THE friends of ycur youth axe gone, 
death or distance has stripped you of 
them. But your God says, " I am he;" 
I am he that formed you at first, as a 
creature; I am he that called you by my 
grace, into fellowship with my Son; I 
am he that gave you my word, that I 
would never leave you nor forsake you; 
and I am in the isame mind stilL / am 
he, there is no change in me. You have 
changed, I have not. You will change, 
but I shall not. " Even to your old age," 
I am the same; " even to hoar hairs will 
I carry yoiu" 

Your God will not only carry your 
burdens, but he will carry ^ou. He laid 
you like a lamb in his bosom, when he 
called you by his grace ; and he will carry 
you now you are old; he will never turn 
away from you from doing of you good, 
but will rejoice over you to do you good, 
with his whole heart, and with hia -^Vsc^a 
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BOuL He will bear with you, though yoi 
may sometimes feel fretful, peevish, anc 
ungratefiiL He will be with you amidst al 
your infirmities. He will carry you, nol 
only to the Jordan, but over it. He has 
delivered you in six troubles, and in sever 
he will not forsake you. 

You should look back to past deliver 
ances, and then &ce your present diffi- 
culty, saying with David, " The Lord, 
who delivered me out of the mouth of the 
lion, and out of the mouth of the bear, 
will deliver me also from this uncircum- 
cised Philistine.'' Or with Paul, " Whc 
delivered us from so great a death, and 
doth deliver; in whom we trust that he 
will yet deliver us." God's promise is 
your property. Take it, trust it^ plead itj 
and expect it to be made good. Faithfril 
is he that promised, who also will do it 
Even though you believe not, yet he 
abideth faithful; he cannot deny himself 
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" Grod is not a man, that he should lie; neither th< 
son nf man, that he should repent : but he said, and 
■hall he not do it! Or hath he spoken, and shall h'' 
Qot make it good." — ^Nnmb. xxiii. 19. 



THE STROITO STAFF. 

*' Jesas Cbrtot the same yesterday, to-day, and for erer.**— 

HiEB.xiii.8. 

THE aged pilgrim, in going down the 
steep of time, often feels that he needs 
a strong staff on which to lean. Some- 
thing that will support his weight, rest 
bis weary limbs, help him along the road, 
and never give way under him. And 
what he needs is provided for him. 

The immutability of Jesus is a strong 
staff indeed. Take it, my aged friend, 
look at. it, lean on it, try it Jesus, thy 
Saviour; the Christ, anointed to save 
thee, is ever the same. 

Jesus Christ is the same now as he was 
when you first went to him, fiill of guilt, 
ftill of fears, and expecting he would 
reject your prayer. You remember how 
he pitied you, how graciously he smiled 
upon you, how freely he pardoned you, 
and how he pledged himself to you by his 
word. He is the same to-day. His pity 
is as tender. His heart is as full of love. 
His mercy is from everlasting to everlast- 



\ 



THE STRONG STAFF. 



z 



ing. He has watched over you during 
the whole journey of life. He has borne 
with you all through the wilderness. He 
loves you at this moment, as much as he 
did wten he died for you, or when he first 
called you by his grace. 

There have been many changes in you, 
but there has been no change in him. 
Jesus, thy Jesus, resteth in his love. 
Having loved his own, that are in the 
world, he loveth them unto the end. His 
eye i^ upon thee at this moment, and his 
heart glows with infinite love to thee. He 
has some gracious purpose to answer by 
keeping thee here a little longer; it may 
be in weakness, in pain, or even in priva- 
tion; but as soon as that purpose is 
accomplished, he will send for thee, and 
receive thee imto himself; that where he 
is, there you may be also. 

Rejoice then in this, that amidst all the 
changes experienced within, or witnessed 
without thee, "Jesus Christ is the same, 

YESTERDAY, TO-DAY, AND FOR EVER." 

" I am the Iiord, I change not ; therefore ye sons 
of Jacob are not conRumeH." — Mai. iii. 6. 



THE EZFOSTULATIOir. 

" thoa of little (kith, wherefore didst thoa doabtf**— 

Matt. xIt. 81. 

MANY aged Christians give way to 
doubt They yield to fear. They 
are more affected by their own feelings 
than they are by Gods word. They 
judge more by what passes within them, 
than they do -by what God has said 
to them. Tliis casts them down, this dis- 
quiets them. Peter doubted, becauaip he 
was on an unnatural element, and in 
new and trying circumstances. But Je- 
sus reproves him for doubting, and he 
will reprove thea " Wherefore dost thou 
doubtf ' Ah, you say, " My sins are so 
many and so aggravated." But Jesus 
promises to pardon them. " My imper- 
fections and infirmities are so great." But 
Jesus will clothe thee in his righteous- 
ness. "My prayers are so broken and so 
lifeless." But Jesus pleads for thee. "But 
I seem to be everything I ought not, and 
nothing at all that I ought." Jesus will 
completely save thee. 
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You see your sins, because he has given 
you light; you feel your imperfections, 
because he has given you life; you are 
dissiitisfied with yourself, because he has 
shewn you his beauty; you complain of 
your prayers, because *his grace prompts 
you to desire perfection; you loathe your- 
self, because he has partly sanctified you, 
and implanted witliin you the desii^e to 
be exactly like himself 

Why do you doubt? Has he not pro- 
mised that he will in no wise cast you 
out; that where sin abounds, his grace 
shall much more abound ; that whosoever 
shall call on the name of the Lord shall 
be saved? 

Now, you know you come to him daily 
in desire and simple prayer; you know 
you pant and plead that grace may reign 
in your heart; you know that you call 
upon his dear name. Doubt not, then. 

" Why art thou cast down, my soul? and why 
art thou disquieted within me! hope in God; for 1 
shall yet praise him, who is the health of my coun- 
tenance, and my God." — Fs. xliii. 5. 



THE LESSOir. 

" I have learned by experience. "—Gek. xxx. 27. 

WE expect that our aged friends have 
learned some important lessons. Paul 
had learned in every state therewith to 
be content, and therefore he exhorted the 
Lord's people, " Having food and raiment, 
let us therewith be content." 

It is a sad sight to see an aged Chris- 
tian discontented. If God has arranged 
our lot — if he has promised us all that is 
necessary for life and godliness — if he has 
loved us with an everlasting love — if he 
has united us to Jesus — if he has redeemed 
us by the blood of his Son — ^if he has 
given us his Holy Spirit — ^if he has pledged 
his word, never to leave us or forsake us 
— if he has assured us, that all things, 
shall work together for our good — ^that as 
our day, so shall our strength be — if we 
have proved him faithful so many years — 
if he has borne with our unlovely tempers, 
untoward manners, and many provoca- 
tions — and if he is about shortly to intro- 
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duce US to his kingdom and glory — surely, 
surely we ought to be contented. 

" But our pains!" What are they to 
the pains of Jesus? What are they to 
what you deserve? " But our increasing 
infirmities r The grace of Jesus will 
still be sufficient for thee. " But the road 
IS so rough!" Never mind, the journey 
Qow is but shori " Yes, but you do not 
know what the trials of old age are!" 
Jesus knows, and he has made ftill pro- 
vision for all the trials of old age, as well 
as for the trials of youth. " But — '* Yes, 
yes, you have not learned to submit to 
God's wisdom, and to acquiesce in his 
will. You have not been thoroughly 
stripped and humbled. You do not realize 
that your desert is hell, and that every- 
thing short of everlasting burnings is a 
mercy. You have not learnt to count up 
your mercies, and to place them against 
your troubles and trials. 



** Be content with Buch things as ye have : for he 
hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee." — 
Heb. xiii. 5. 
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THE TESTIH0N7. 

** I Lave been yonng, and bow aid old; jet have I not seen th« 
righteous forsaken."— Ps. xxxviL 25. 

THEY are often tempted to beUeve that 
God will forsake them. Their sins of 
omission stare them in the fa<^ ; their 
want of conformity to God's preceptive 
will, rises up before them; and their 
many sins of commission appear set in 
array against them. In consequence of 
tliis, they have feared that God would 
withdraw, and leave them entirely to 
themselves; and at times they have been 
ready to conclude that he has, so that 
they have cried, " Will the Lord cast off 
for ever? and will he be fiivourable no 
more? Is his mercy clean gone for ever? 
doth his promise fail for evermore? Hath 
God forgotten to be gracious? Hath he in 
anger shut up his tender mercy f 

Did you never, my aged friend, feel 

inclined to make use of such language as 

this ? Did your unbelief never lead you 

to fear ? If a Christian, I know it has. 

But you have lived long enough to see 
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the fallacy of all this. You have never 
been forsaken yet No, nor you never 
will You have known many believers, 
you have seen them in deep trials, in 
strange conflicts, in peculiar difficulties; 
but did you ever see them forsaken? You 
have perhaps thought at times, on account 
of the inconsistencies you have witnessed 
in them, that you should not wonder if 
they were. But what Jeremiah testified 
of Israel has been true of them; it is a 
most blessed, a most encouraging passage. 
" Israel hath not been forsaken, nor Judah 
of his God the Lord of hosts, though their 
land was filled with sin against the Holy 
One of Israel" 

As you have never been forsaken your- 
selj^^ and as you have never seen any of 
the Lord's people forsaken, however tried 
and tempted, it is for you to bear your 
testimony, in order that God may be 
glorified, and poor tried beUevers com- 
forted. 

" The Lord will not forsake his people for his great 
name's sake : because it hath pleased the Lord to make 
7011 his people." — 1 Samuel ziL 22. 




THE PEBSUASIOir. 

** I know whom I have believed, and am persaaded that he ii 
able to keep that which I liave committed unto him against 
that day.**— 2 TiiL 1. 13. . 

pAtJL knew Jesus, and so knew him, 
that he had no doubt of his willingness 
to take care of him, seeing he was able. 
It is a great thing to know Christ To 
know who he is — ^the Son of God. What 
he is — ^the only Saviour. Where he is — 
at the right hand of God. What he has 
done — ^provided a full salvation. What 
he is doing — ^making intercession for us. 

If we know Jesus, we shall commit our 
souls to him. We shall put ourselves into 
his hands, to be washed in his blood, 
clothed in his righteousness, sanctified by 
his Spirit, and to be kept by his power, 
through faith, unto perfect salvation. 

My friend, you know Jesus, do you 
not? His name has been music in your 
ears, and his glorious work the only 
foundation of your hope. You have com- 
mitted your soul into the hands of Jesus, 
have you not? Then you are safe, and 
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you should be at peace. Jesus never 
refiises to receive a soul that hastens 
to him, and he never &ils to keep one 
that he receives. He has kept you in 
time past, you are a proof of his faithful- 
ness at present, and he will keep you to 
the end. He is able to keep you, however 
weak, whatever you suffer, though Satan 
may thrust sore at you, that you may 
felL He will keep you, if your eye is 
fixed on him, if your heart rests on his 
word, and you plead with him in simple 
prayer to do so. 

Though you are weak, Jesus is strong. 
Though you are shaken with the wind, 
Jesus is stable as the solid rock. Though 
you have fears, Jesus is faithfiiL He wiU 
perfect that which concemeth you; his 
mercy endureth for ever, nor will he for- 
sake the work of his own hands. Place 
your confidence in him, though you are a 
poor, sinful, unworthy creature, and he 
will keep you in perfect peace. 

" Trust ye in the Lord for ever: for in the Lord 
Jehovah is eyerlasting strength." — Isai. xxvi. 4. 
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THE AUTUMK. 

"They shall still bring forth fralt in old ago; they shall be fat 
and flonrishing; to shew that the Lord is upright: he is my 
rock, and there is no unilghteoosness in hiin."— Ps. zciL 14, 15. 



T OOK at the aged disciple, the devout, 
the sincere, the humble follower of Je- 
sus; he has entered life's autumn, and, 
like the aged palm in the east, with its 
coronet of rich ripe fruit, stands a witness 
of God's fidthfulness, a proof of the power 
of grace, and an evidence of the excellency 
of real religion. The Spirit of God has 
long dwelt in his heart, the word has 
wrought effectually in him, and now the 
ripe fruits of the Spirit appear. There is 
" love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentle- 
ness, goodness, faith, meekness, temper- 
ance, against such there is no law/' 

But the Christian, when in an advanced 
state of grace, never admires his own 
fruit; he sees his defects and mourns over 
them, and like the fiiU ears of ripe com, 
liis head is bowed down in hiunility and 
self-renunciation before God. 



THE AUTUMN. 



i 



I 



The young professor may rejoice in 
what he is, in what he has, or in what he 
has done; not so the aged saint; though 
laden with fi-uit, he rejoices only in Christ 
Jesus; if he glories, it is only in the Lord. 
In his life he has been useful to others, 
he has fruit in souls converted to God 
through his instrumentality, perhaps in 
cliildren educated in the truth of God, in 
saints comforted, and backsliders restored. 
He has not lived in vain. He has left 
traces of usefulness behind him. But all 
is renounced when he looks into eternity ; 
he says, " I am a sinner, saved by grace ;' 
I owe everything to mercy; I ascribe 
everything to Jesus. Tliis is my rejoicing, 
that my God is my Saviour, and my 
Saviour is my God. Clirist in his person, 
Christ in his work, Christ in his glory, is 
the object of my faith, the subject of my 
meditation, and the theme of my song. 
In the mellow autumn of grace, Christ 

IS ALL, THE CREATURE NOTHING. 

'* Being filled with the frnits of righteousness, which 
are by Jesus Christ, unto the glory and praise of 
God."- Phil. I. 11. 



THE OANAMENT. 

"The lioary head is a crown of glory, If it be found in tlie way 
of righteousnesa."'Paov. zvL 8L 

CTRIVE not to hide your gray hairs, my 
venerable Mend ; they are no shame to 
thee, they are rather thy glory, if found 
in the way of righteousness. If we are 
found in that way, in which God justifies 
poor sinners by his grace, it is a choice 
mercy; and if we are found in that way, 
in which God glorifies himself by the ser- 
vice of poor sinners, it is not a less mercy. 
If we are in God's way, he brought us 
into it by his grace; and if we have been 
kept in that way, we have been kept in it 
by his grace. If we have grown gray 
in God's service, it is an honour to us. 
It reflects glory on him; he acquires a 
credit by our conduct and constancy. An 
aged saint, who sought the Lord in youth, 
who began to serve God almost before he 
began to serve the world, and who lias 
persevered for forty or fifty years, is an 
honourable character. 

" The beauty of old men/' said Solo 
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mon, " is the gray heaA" And it is a 
beautiful sight to see the gray-headed 
Cliristian happy in God, and walking 
closely with God; to see him leaning on 
the feithfiil promise that has supported 
him so many years; and wliile daily endea- 
voming to lead sinners to Jesus, encou- 
raging those who are seeking, comforting 
those who are cast down, and bringing 
forth from the stores of his own experi- 
ence matter to stimulate and strengthen 
those who are ready to halt. 

Eeader, is thy head hoary? Has it 
acquired that colour in the service of my 
Master, Jesus? By some the gray head 
may be called the flag of death, by others 
it may be said to be frosted by age, but 
God styles it " a crown of glory." The 
gray head and the sanctified heart, the 
gray head and the useful life, are beauti- 
ftil companions; but the gray head and 
the black heart, the gray head and a life 
spent in sin, are woful associates. 

" Bless the Lord, my soul ; who crowneth thee 
vritb loving-kinduess and tender mercies." — FsiciiL 1,4 
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THE ANTICIFATION. 

*' Surely goodnem and mercy studl follow me all the days of ro} 
life; and I will dwell in the bouae of the Lord for ever."— 
P& xziiL e. 



TN looking bade, we see that God has 
been true to his word and faithful to 
his promise. Not one thing hath feiled, 
of all that the Lord our God hath pro- 
mised; aU is come to pass. His grace has 
been sufficient for us, liis strength has 
been made perfect in our weakness. As 
our day, and we have had long days, dark 
days, sharp days, days that have made 
flesh and blood shake and tremble; but 
as our day so has our strength been. 

Goodness and mercy began with us, 
they have accompanied us, and now they 
will not forsake ua We can testify, with 
the psalmist, that " the Lord is good, 
ready to forgive, and plenteous in mercy, 
unto all them that call upon him/' Can 
God's goodness fail? Impossible, for he is 
" abundant in goodness and truth." Can 
God's mercy fiiil? Impossible, for "the 
mercv of the Lord is from everlasting to 
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everlasting upon them that fear him, ant/ 
his righteousness to children's children.'' 

God's mercy found a channel in which 
to flow to poor sinners, in the person and 
work of Jesus; mercy flowed to us when 
we never sought it nor thought of it; and 
shaU it fail us now? Oh no, jfrom day to 
day, even until our dying day, we shall 
have to say, " It is of the Lord's mercies 
that we are not consumed, because his 
compassions fail not; they are new every 
mommg, and great is his faithfulness." 

Sooner may the water fail in the ocean, 
or light fail in the sun, than that the 
mercy of God toward liis poor people 
should fail His faitlifiil word is, " I will 
not fail thee nor forsake thee, until I 
have done that which I have spoken to 
thee o£" And what is that? " The Lord 
God is a sun and shield, the Lord will give 
grace and glory, and no good thing will 
he withhold from them that walk up- 
rightly." 

** Thou sbalt guide nie with thy counsel, and aftei- 
ward receive me to glory," — Ps, Ixxxii. 24. 
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THE CONFIDENCE. 

" Tea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy 
staff they comfort me."— Pe. xxUL 4. 

THEEE things conspire to give the aged 
Christian confidence — ^the word of God, 
the Spirit of God, and his past experience 
of God's feithfiihiess and love. 

He has travelled with the Lord so long 
and so fiir, the word of God is so plain 
and so positive, and he has always proved 
it so true, that he feels there is no ground 
for fear. Death itself is but the shadow 
of what it was, since Jesus died; for he 
has abolished death, and brought life and 
immortality to light by the gospel 

The valley may be long, and dark, and 
damp; but Jesus has passed through it, 
and (Mven everything injurious from it 
Besides which, he will be with us in it 
He said to his servant John, " Fear not, 
I am he that liveth and was dead, and 
behold I am alive for evermore, and have 
the keys of hell and of death.'' 

No one can open the door of death to a 
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believer but Jesus; and he always do 
it at the best moment, and in tiie be 
manner, for " Precious in the sight of tl 
Lord is the death of his saints.^' 

Nature always shrinks from death, bi 
faith will look to Jesus as the resurre 
tion and the life, and welcome it; bi 
even when faith is not strong enough 1 
welcome it, it will look to the great She] 
herd and expect that his rod wiU dri\ 
away all evil beasts, and that his sta 
will be lent to the soul to lean upon. 

My aged friend, be not frightened at 
shadow, be not afraid to go where Jesi 
has gone before thee. Look out for h: 
foot-prints, listen to hear his voice, be 
lieve, and you shall find his grace mad 
perfect in your weakness. 

Take the promise, look at it, place cor 
fidenoe in it, " I will never leave thee, 
will never, no never, no never forsak 
thee;'' and then stand at the entrance c 
the valley and sing, " I will fear no evi 
for thou art with me." 



« 



We are more than conquerors through hhn tha 
loved us." — Rom. viii. 37. 



THE JOBDAN. 

" Fear thon not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am 
thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee." — 
IsA. xlL 10. 

fJANAAN was a very faint and imperfect 
type of heaven. It was better than the 
wilderness, yea, better than Egypt. But 
imperfect as it was, it was the object of 
desire and anticipation ; how passionately 
Moses longed to go over Jordan and see 
it, but was denied. Jordan rolled between 
the desert and the promised land, that 
must be crossed, before this could be 
enjoyed. And death, like the Jordan, 
lies between us and heaven. 

We must die. To die is unnatural It 
is unpleasant Yet the Christian has no 
reason to fear deatL No Israelite was ever 
drowned in this Jordan. Jesus crossed it, 
and, like Joshua, placed twelve stones in 
the midst of it, on which the feet of his 
saints may rest. The precious promises 
are these stones. 

Header, are you afraid of death? As a 
believer in Jesus, it cannot hurt thee. Hp 



has taken away its sting. He has deprived 
it of all power to injure. The waters may 
be cold, and deep, and broad; but what 
then? He says, " When thou passest 
through the waters, I will be with thee." 
On the other side, the sun always shines, 
the plants are always m bloom, the atmo 
sphere is always pure, the inhabitants ai« 
all happy. 

Fear not death, it is a etiugless ser- 
pent; the substance is gone, the shadow 
only ia left. He that believeth in Jesua 
shall never die. Art thou afraid of dying? 
What! afraid of tailing asleep after the 
toils, troubles, and sorrows of life's long 
day? Afraid of dying! What, when Je- 
sus will stand by thy dying pillow, and 
the angels of his presence wait around to 
conduct thee to glory ! 

Place the hand of thy iaith on the 
shoulder of the faithful Jesus, and hang 
thy whole weight on him. Go across the 
Jordan, as the spouse out of the wilder- 
ness, LEAinNQ ON THT BELOVED. 

e are the Lord'«." — 



THE PBEPASATIOir. 

" Be ye also ready; for In such an hoar as ye think not the Son 
of man cometh."— Matt. xxlv. 44. 

"DE ready. Let all your worldly affairs be 
so settled, that you may comfortably 
leave them at any moment; and let your 
spiritual concerns be in such a state, that 
you may have nothing to do but bid 
friends ferewell, and depart to be with 
Christ 

Daily confess sin over the blood of 
Christ, that it may be pardoned. Daily 
renounce thy own righteousness, and ap- 
propriate afresh the righteousness of Jesus. 
Daily seek the renewings of the Holy 
Spirit, that they may be shed on you 
abundantly. Daily commit body, soul, 
and spirit into the hands of Christ, to be 
saved by his grace, and to be used for his 
glory. Surrender everything to Jesus 
daily, without the least reserve; and en- 
deavour to detach thyself as much as 
possible from everything here below. 

Make the Bible thy companion, Jesus 
the constant object of thy fitith, his perfect 
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work the grand subject of tliy meditation, 
and his presence and glory thy chief de- 
sire. View God as a Father. Worship 
God as a Father. Constantly think of 
God as a Father. Dwell upon his love to 
thee, his pity for thee, his promises to 
thee, and his conferring the kingdom upon 
thee. 

Hold commimion with the Holy Spirit 
Pray for Him. Pray to Him. Think of 
Him. Expect from Him. Look to heaven 
as God's home, as your home; and so live 
and walk with God, that you may feel 
that though by death you will change 
your place, you will not change your 
company. 

You are leaving the world, therefore 
withdraw your thoughts, desires, and 
atfections from it, as much as you can; 
you are going to heaven, therefore direct 
your thoughts, desires, and affections to it 
as much as possible ; so will you be ready 
to depart whenever God calls you. 

** Watch therefore : for ye know not what hour your 
Lord doth oome." — ^Matth. zziy. 42. 
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THE DESI&E. 

** Having a desire to depart, and to be with Ghriflt, which is far 

better."— Phil. L 28. 

DEADER, do you at all sympathise with 
PauL Do you desire to leave the pre- 
sent scene of conflict, sorrow, and sin? Do 
you desire to depart from all that grati- 
fies, and all that perplexes, that you may 
be with Chiist! 

What a delightful assurance it is to the 
believer, that, " absent from the body, he 
wiU be present with the Lord.'' To be 
with Christ, what does not this comprise? 
Surely one may say, " It is all my salva- 
tion and all my desire/' To be with 
Christ, wliat does not this exclude? All 
sin, all sadness, all foes, all fears, all 
claims. Well may Paul say it is " far 
better." Ah, how much better to be with 
Christ, than to be with the kindest rela- 
tives, the wisest friends, or in the most 
comfortable circumstances this world can 
furnish! To be with Christ, how far pre- 
ferable to our present lot, where we are 
surrounded by foes, annoyed by temptar 



r 



THE DESIRE. 



tions, perplexed with disappointments, 
and made wretched by sins! To be with 
Christ, that is to be perfectly holy, per- 
fectly happy, and for ever satisfied ! Now, 
we mourn his absence, sigh for his pre- 
sence, and would give all we possess at 
times for one hour's heart-melting com- 
munion with him; then, we shall be al- 
ways with him, exactly like him, and for 
ever praising liim. 

Better, surely it is, infinitely better, to 
be where Jesus is, to be with Jesus, than 
to be here where thei*e is so much sin, so 
many dangers, such briers and thorns, 
such disease and death. 

My soul, seek such large communica- 
tions of grace from God, such fellowship 
with the Holy Spirit, that thou mayest 
rise above aU thy doubts, fears, carnality, 
and fleshly attachments; and say right 
heartily with tlie Apostle, " I have a de- 
sire to depart and be with Christ, which 
is far better;'' yea, which is best of alL 

'' We are willing rather to be absent from the body, 
and to be present with the Lord." — 2 Cor. r. 8. 



TH£ BETTEB COTJNTST. 

**The7 confeaaed that they were stranffera and pllfcrims on the 
earth. For they that say such thlnfi^s declare plainly that 
they seek a country."— Hkb. zL 13, 14. 



rjANAAN was the better country to the 
Jew, but heaven is the better country 
to the Christian. And truly it must be 
better than this; there are no thorns and 
briers there; there is neither death nor 
barren land there; there are no plagues 
or famines there; there are no wante or 
woes there ; there is neither sin, disease, 
or death there. 

In tliat country the atmosphere is 
serene and healthy, the views are clear 
and enchanting, the san never goes down, 
for there is no night there. Ah, it is a 
better country, if we think of the holiness 
of its inhabitants, the plenitude of its 
stores, and the immutable security thrown - 
around it. There is permanent joy, un- 
tiring activity, and the perpetual presence 
of God. There are no winds of error there ; 
there are no storms of persecution there; 
there are no sighs, groans, or sorrows 

there. 
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THE BETTER COUNTRY. 



Aged Christian, this is the country 
thou hast been seeking, and thou art now 
come to the margin of it. Soon, very soon, 
thou wilt be called to take possession of 
it, and then thou wilt leave all that is 
painful behind thee. There are no weary 
limbs, no aching bones, no unstrung 
nerves, no long tedious nights there. No, 
no, all is health, ease, light, peace, and 
pleasure there. 

It is, indeed, THE better LAND, the 
land which the Lord our God hath espied 
for us, and which we shall soon pass over 
Jordan to possess it. Millions of oui 
brethren, and some of our dear natural 
relatives, are there before us; others are 
on the road, and wiU follow if they do 
not overtake us; best of all, Jesus is 
there; it is his country, it is called Em- 
"Manuel's land. Home of Jesus! my 
heart sighs for thee. to enter into that 
better country! 

" If they liad been mind^l of tliat country from 
whence they came out, they might have had opportu- 
nity to have returned : but now they desire a better 
I country, that is, an heayenly." — ^Heb. xi. 15, 16. 



TEE DEPABTT7BE. 

"The time of my departure is at hand."— 2 Tim. Iv. 6. 

A GED believer, the time of thy departure 
will soon come; let not thy mind be 
exercised as to where thou shalt die, when 
thou shalt die, or how thou shalt die; 
these are all minor matters, and ought 
not to affect thee. Simply look at death 
as Jesus did, as we read, '' Jesus knew 
that his hour was come tliat he should de- 
part out of this world unto the Father." 

Why shouldst thou regret to leave a 
world like this, where sin, sorrow, pain, 
grie( disappointment, and anxiety meet 
thee at every turn? Or why be reluctant 
to go home, to go to thy Father? Dost 
thou not want to see his fece? to enjoy 
his society? to be perfectly happy in his 
presence? 

What did I hear thee say, " If I should 
be mistaken! If I should presume!" 
Mistaken ! how can you be mistaken? 
Do you not renounce all hope in yourself, 
all dependance on your duties, and do 
:s. 
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you not trust on Christ alone? Have you 
not sought his face, relied on his word, 
trusted in his blood? Mistaken! why, if 
you are not right, what will make you 
so? Do you say, " My sins, my imper- 
fections, my infirmities.'* Knowest thou 
not, that sins confessed, imperfections de- 
plored, infirmities mourned over, if ac- 
companied with faith in Jesus, never kept 
a soul out of heaven yet, and never will 
" Presiune," didst thou say! What, is it 
presumption to believe thy Saviour? Is it 
presumption to take God at his word, and 
give him credit for speaking truth? " Pre- 
sumption !" It is presumption to doubt, 
when God has spoken so plainly. It is 
presumption to fear, when God has spoken 
so positively. It is presumption to want 
something else to assure thee, when God 
has said, " He that believeth hath ever- 
lasting life.'' And to you, " Believe in 
the Lord Jesus Clirist, and THOU SHALT 

BE SAVED." 



** Lord, now lettest thon thy servant depart in 
peac^ according to thj word." — Luke iL 29. 



THE BEST. 

"Write, Blensed are the dead which die in the Lord from hence- 
forth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their 
labours; and their works do follow them.'*— Rev. xir. 18. 

THE better land is the land of rest for 
the weary, and of sweet repose to the 
troubled. Here, we are often tossed with 
tempests and not comforted, or toil on in 
weariness, discouragement, and sadness 
But " there remaineth a rest for the peo- 
ple of God," and a glorious rest it is. For 
a time, the poor body will rest in the 
grave, and tie disembodied spirit will 
rest in the presence of Jesus. 

My aged Mend, thy labour in carry- 
ing thy cross has been wearying, thy 
labour for the cause of Jesus has been 
exhausting, and the inward conflict has 
added greatly to the trouble of thy 
spirit; but now thou shalt rest. Rest 
from all temptation; no more trials of 
feith, patience, and perseverance; no more 
solicitations to sin against God, grieve 
the Holy Spirit, and dishonour the cause 
dear to thy heart. No more painful afflic- 
tions, either personal or relative, of mind 
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or body. No more self-denying duties, 
nor crucifying of the old man, or moi*ti- 
fying the flesh, with its affections and 
lusts. All field labour, all outdoor work, 
is dona No more exposure to storms 
and tempests, to burning suns or pinch- 
ing frosts ; no more bleak winds nor pelt- 
ing showers ; " the winter is past,'^ these 
things are over and gona 

Rest, O how sweet is rest to the weary! 
Rest, O how delightful the sound to the 
exhausted traveller! Rest, O how plea- 
sant to the poor, tired, and afflicted be- 
liever ! 

No more wearisome nights are ap- 
pointed for thee now. No long, almost 
endless, days of strong pain remain for 
thee now. No need now to wish for the 
wings of a dove, that thou mayest flee 
away and be at rest. Thou shalt rest, and 
rest for ever. Thy rest will be sweeter 
than an angeFs, it will be sweet as the 
rest of Jesus, when he ascended from the 
tree of agony, from the field of blood. 

^^ Arise jQj and depart; for this is not your rest: 
because it is polluted." — -^licaii \\. \^. 




THE IHHEBITAKCE. 

"An inheritance incorruptible, and andeflled, acd that fadeth 
not away, reserred In hearen for you, who are kept by the 
power of God through &ith unto ulvatlon, ready to be re- 
realed."— 1 Prr. L 4. 

JTEAVEN is called an inheritance, be- 
cause it comes to us by heirship. Being 
bom of the Spirit, we are all the children 
of God; and if children, then heirs, heirs 
of Go^ and joint-heirs with Jesus Chrisi 

What a glorious inheritance must this 
be. Meditate upon it, my soul I It is 
incorruptible. It wiQ endure for ever; 
no part of it is subject to decay. It is 
undefiled. No one can acquire it dis- 
honestly ; no one can soil it by sin. It 
fadeth not away. Its glory is ever new. 

The plants on that inheritance know 
no winter. The sun never goes down. It 
is always in full perfection. The noblest 
production of God's power, it wiQ stand 
out in bold relief from his other works, as 
the paragon of excellence. It is the por- 
tion of his children, the dwelling -place of 
the Lamb and his glorified bride. The 
reward given to Jesus, for his agonies 
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and death. There the Lord God wiU 
dwell among his peopla The tabemacla 
of God will be with men. 

But description ia impossible, for the 
powers of conception fail. " Eye hath not 
seen, ear hath not heard, neither hath 
entered into the heart of man, what God 
hath prepared for them that love him." 

However great our sufferings here, and 
they may be exceedingly great, yet when 
the apostle compares them with this in- 
heritance, he says, " I reckon that the 
sufferings of this present time are not 
worthy to be compared with the glory 
that shall he revealed in m" What, 
what, will that glory be! We must pos- 
sess it to know it; we muSt be in it, 
adequately to speak or write of it. 

Tried Christian, however poor now, 
however tried now, tliou art heir to an 

unsearchable riches of Christ; therefore, 
suffer patiently, and hope to the end! 

" QivlBg thanks onto tlie Fsther, vhieh h&th nuule 
m m«t to be partakers of the inheritance erf the saints 
blight."— Col. t la. 




THE CITT. 



** God is not ashamed to be called their God ; for he hath pre- 
pared for them a city.'*— Heb. xL 10. 

^ONDROUS £act, that poor, depraved, 
and siiiful as we are, Qod is not 
ashamed of us ! By the faith which he has 
given ns, we " come to the mount Zion, 
the heavenly Jerusalem,'* and consider 
this our home; as Paid says, " Jerusalem 
which is above is free, and she is the 
mother of us alL'' Jesus calls it, ** the 
city of my GoA" John in vision saw 
" the holy city, the new Jerusalem, com- 
ing down from Qod out of heaven,'' to be 
the abode of the saints, and the dwelling- 
place of Qod 

Such a city, for costly materials, excel- 
lent workmanship, vast extent, perfect 
purity, and for the health and happiness 
of the mhabitants, was never known. No 
sin, no sorrow, no tears, no disease there; 
for " he that sat upon the throne saic^ 
Behold, I make all things new." On that 
dty the glory of Qod rests for ever, and 
there the Lainb for ever dwells. Here .we 



THE CITY. 
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shall find every accommodation, the saints 
will be connected in bonds of holy citizen- 
ship, they will enjoy perfect satis&ction, 
and be elevated to the highest honour. 
This city was founded before time; it is 
even now preparing for our reception ; it 
will be stored with all that can gratify 
and delight us; and we shall possess and 
enjoy it for ever. 

How wonderful, that poor, mean, and 
vile as we are, the infinitely great and 
glorious Jehovah shoidd not be ashamed 
to be called our God; but that he shoidd 
prepare for us a city, and such a city! 
How good, how gracious, how deep God's 
thoughts of us must have been I well may 
David say, " How precious also are thy 
thoughts unto me, (Jod! how great is 
the sum of them.'' Blessed be God for 
thinking of us, providing for us, and re- 
vealing to us such things; may we be 
daily preparing to pass over Jordan and 
possess thenL 

** Out oonyersa^n,'' on dtazenslupy ^ la in lieaven ; 
firom whenoe also we look for the SaTioor, the Lord 
Jesus Christ"— PhU. iU. 20. 




THE HOME. 

* Let not your heart be troubled : ye beliere in God, believe also 
in me. In my Father's hoaae are many mansions : if it were 
not so, I wonld hare told you. I go to prepare a place for 
yoo.**— Jopir xiT. 1, 3. 

JTOW femiliar with heaven! How well 
acquainted with that " better land " 
must Jesua be I He calls it " My Father's 
HOXTSE.'* Sweet view of our eternal resi- 
dence thisi 

Dying is but going home. Going home 
to our Father. Going to our Father's 
house. And shall we fear this? Fear it! 
Can we do other than desire it? Do 
we not wish to go home and see our 
Father? We shall not be strangers there, 
so many of our brethren are gone home 
before us. And if they were not, how can 
we feel strange where Jesus is! 

" I leave the world," said Jesus, " and 
go unto the Father." Such should be our 
language, in the prospect of death. that, 
with child-like simplicity, we could re- 
ceive into our minds the testimony of 
God's word! that we could view death 
and heaven just as the Scriptures repre- 



THE HOME. 



Bent them ! Where would our doubts and 
fears be then? What would become of 
our reluctance to leave the world then? 
Then, if we spake of departed relatives, 
who died in the faith of Jesus, we should 
use similar language to that of Judah 
before Joseph in reference to Benjamin, 
" The youngest is this day with our 
Father," We should no longer talk of 
losing friends or relatives. Oh no! we 
should speak of them as being in our 
Father's house, or of being with our 
Father. 

Is God my Father? Yes, assuredly, if 
I believe in Jesus; for " ye are all the 
sons of God, by faith in Christ Jesus.*' Is 
God my Father? Unquestionably he is, 
if I love the Lord's people, for " We know 
that we have passed from death unto life, 
because we love the brethren." My soul, 
I charge thee, in ftiture to look to heaven, 
simply as thy Father's house! 

" For we koow, that, if our earthly house of this 
tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of Qad, 
an house not made with hands, eternal in the hea- 
vens." — 2 Cor. V. 1, 




THE HABITATIOir. 

" My i>eople shall dwell in a peaceable habitation, and in sare 
dwellings, and in qalet resting-plaoea."— Isa. xxxiL 18. 

n£BE many of the Lord's people have 
but a cottage, some a mere hovel, and 
some have been obliged to hide them- 
selves from persecution in dens and caves 
of the earth; how many wants are felt, 
wishes indulged, and desires remain un- 
gratified below. But in heaven, the poorest 
saint will have a mansion, a magnificent 
dwelling-place, in comparison with which 
the imperial palaces of earth will look 
poor and mean. The dignity of our na- 
ture, when raised to the exact resemblance 
of Jesus, will be consulted, and no wish 
for an alteration will ever arise, no desire 
for a change will ever be felt. 

Look around thee, aged Christian, at 
thy inconveniences, at the many causes 
of discomfort; they will soon be left be- 
hind thee, and thou wilt inhabit a mansion 
prepared by Jesus. Look at all thy com- 
forts, at the provision made to satisfy 
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thee; and then look up, and remember 
you will soon be in a mansion ; a mansion 
to which the most splendid of earthly 
palaces will bear no more resemblance, 
than the light of the glow-worm at even- 
ing does to the light of the sun at noon. 

Blessed, thiice blessed Jesus, what love 
is thine! Not only to die for our sins, 
quicken our souls, and make us happy in 
time; but to go and prepare a mansion 
for us, a mansion in thy Father's house! 

Believer, no more complain of thy lot; 
no more think thy trials heavy, or thy 
privations great; it is but a little while, 
and thy beloved Lord will call to thee, 
saying, " Come up hither, enter thou into 
the joy of thy Lord.'* Wliat joy is that! 
What tongue can tell, what heart can 
concei\e, what the joy of the Lord is! 
But, however pure its nature, however 
exquisite its sweetness, however vast its 
degree, it will be ours, and ours very 
soon. Joy of Jesus ! thou art my portion 
after death, and then for ever! 

" He led them forth by the right way, that thej 
aught go to h city of habitation.*' — Pa. cvii, 7. 
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TH£ WHITE ROBES. 

"I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could num- 
ber, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, 
stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with 
white robes, and palms in their hands.*'— Key. yli. 9. 

TTERE we are often clad in sable, and 
called to mourn and weep ; but " in 
the better land " we shall be clothed in 
white robes, and carry branches of palm 
in OTir hands. The white robe indicates 
acquittal from all charges. Here we have 
many things laid to our charge, Satan 
and our consciences often accuse us; but 
there we shall not only be justified from 
all things, but our very garments will 
witness that we are fiiultless before the 
throne of God. 

The white robe indicates victory, and 
then we shall have gained the final vic- 
tory over the great red dragon, that old 
serpent, the devil, who deceiveth the 
whole world. We shall have conquered 
every inbred lust and every fleshly prin- 
ciple. The victory will be complete and 
final The shield wiQ be hung up in the 
hall of glory, and the arms for ever 
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grounded at the feet of our aU-conquering 
King. The last enemy^ Death, will be 
destroyed then. 

The white robes indicate piirity too, 
and those who wear them are purified 
from every stain. They have washed their 
robes, and made them white in the blood 
of the Lamb. Jesus has purified and 
cleansed them with the washing of water 
by the word, and they are without spot> 
or wrinkle, or any such thing. 

The white robes are the wedding robes, 
and bemg clothed in them shews that the 
bride haa made herself ready, and is wait- 
ing for the nuptial ceremony. In robes of 
snowy white, will Jesus wed his ChurcL 

The white robes also are the emblem of 
praise, and praise wiU be the constant 
and pleasing employment of our souls foi 
ever. The hearty like a crystal fountain, 
will send f(»*th streams of gratitude, love, 
adoration, and praise before the throne of 
God and the Lamb for ever. 

" Thou hast a few names even in Sardis whicli haTe 
Qot defiled their garments; and they shall walk with 
me in white: for they are worthy," — Rev. iii. 4. 



THE CBOWV. 

** In that day shall the Lord of hosts be for a crown of glory, and 
for a diadem of beauty, nnto the residue of his people.**— Isa. 

UTilLfi. 

JJVERYTHING « in the better land " is 
in harmony. If we have an inherit- 
ance^ it contains a city; if a city, a man- 
sion; if a mansion, white robes; and if 
white robes, a crown. Not a crown of 
myrtle, or laurel, or bay, like those 
awarded in the Grecian games; but a 
diadem, a gemmed crown. Their crown 
is called " a crown of righteousness;'' 
because the righteousness of Jesus pur- 
chased it, and being graciously promised 
to the overcomer, God in righteousness 
confers it It is called " a crown of 
life;" it will be the crown of an endless 
existence; that which sheds lustre and 
glory upon it. It is promised to all who 
patiently endure, and perseveringly over- 
come the temptations of the present stata 
It is called also " a crown of glory;" — 
" when the chief Shepherd shall appear, 
ye shall receive a crown of glory that 
fadeth not away." Men strive for a cor- 
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ruptible crown, but we an " incorrupti- 
ble.'' Never were such crowns seen, as 
those which Jesus will place on the heads 
of his people; and they, as if they felt un- 
worthy to wear them, will, in the ardour 
of their devotion, cast them at his feet. As 
if crowns of glory were alone fit to form a 
pavement for the feet of the Lamb to walk 
on. What will it be to wear a crown of 
righteousness, a crown of life, a crown of 
glory, an incorruptible orown? We must 
enjoy it, to know it; and blessed be God, 
through fi-ee and sovereign grace, we hope 
to finish the good fight, to endure tempta- 
tions and to fill up the character assigned 
us, and then receive firom the hands, the 
once nail-pierced hands of Jesus, our crown, 
and wear it to his praise for ever. The 
circlets of righteousness, life, and glory, 
will for ever adorn those brows, which 
were not ashamed to confess Christ, and 
help forward his cause on eartL 

« Blessed is the man that endureth temptation : for 
when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, 
which the Lord hath promised to them that loye him. 
—James i. 12. 
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THE SONG. 

'*And they smg a new song, sayinp:, Thou art worthy: for thou 
wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood, out ol 
every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation. "—Rkv. 
T. 9. 

THEY sungj a new song before the tlirone. 

It is always new, because accompanied 
witL new joys, arising from new thouglits 
and new views of Jesus. It is pleasant to 
sing of Jesus, and to sing to Jesus now; 
but what will it be above? Here, want of 
knowledge, or want of voice, or want of 
suitable feelings, often prevent our sing- 
ing, or enjoying what we sing; but there 
the knowledge will be perfect, the voice 
will be sweet, and the heart will be always 
in tune. 

Our recoUectioDS of the past, what we 
were, where we were, what we deserved, 
and what we were doomed to suffer; and 
what Jesus did for us, suffered for us, and 
conferred on us, will fill us with lively 
and everlasting gratitude. And then the 
presence of Jesus, the glories of Jesus, and 
the communications made by Jesus., will 
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keep that gratitude alive and vigorous 
for ever. 
Aged Christian, Jesus loves to hear thy 

tremulous voice sing his praises now; do 
not give over singing, if thou canst raise 
a note, but continue to praise his dear 
and ever-blessed name. that we praised 
him more! that our hearts were always 
in tune to praise him! It is not so much 
the voice, as the heart that is inharmoni- 
ous. But let us rejoice in this, that we 
have an eternity before us, in which we 
shall for ever praise and bless our Saviour's 
dear and adorable nama There, in the 
city of saints, in the mansion of glory, in 
our Father's house, in that " better 
LAND," we shall all unite to praise the 
Father, for his free, sovereign, and glorious 
grace ; the Son, for his precious blood, per- 
fect righteousness, and prevalent interces- 
sion ; and the Holy Spirit, for his quicken- 
ing, comforting, and sanctifying operations. 

** Unto him that loved ns, and washed us from our 
sins in his own blood, and hath made us kings and 
priests unto Grod and his Father ; to him be glory and 
domimon for ever and ever. Amen." — Bev. i. 5, 6. 



THI BERVId. 

** Tbentbn are fhtj before the throne of God, and Mnre him lUj 
And nli^t in his temple: end he that altteth on the throne 
shall dwell among them.**— Rbt. tU. lA. 

TT will be templeHservice in " the better 
land/' becoming the dignity and purity 
of our priestly character. Here we serve 
God; but how imperfectly, how fitfully, 
how unbecoming his dignity and glory I 
Our weakness is so greats our interrup- 
tions are so many, and the sin that easily 
besets us is so powerful, that we feel 
ashamed of our best services. 

In looking back upon life, now we are 
arrived at its evening, how little we have 
done for Ood, and how imperfect is all 
we have dona We feel ashamed of it; 
we are sorry we have done so little, and 
done that little so badly. 

And now, compassed with infirmities, 
waiting for our dismission, what can we 
do? Satan whispers, '< You are too old 
to be uaefuL" But not so, we may do 
something stilL We may speak for Jesus 
to those who visit us; we may write a 
line occasionally to those who do not, 
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with a view to honour his dear name. 
. — ^We can puffer patiently, in order to 
glorify Jesus. We may seek grace, that 
by our pains and weakness, by our prayers 
and praises, by our patience and perse- 
verance, by our watching and waiting, 
we may glorify him. And soon, very 
soon, we shall be raised, where we shall 
serve him with gladness and great joy, 
without weariness or interruption^ with- 
out infirmity or defect 

How delightful is the thought, that we 
shall still serve our God, that we shall 
still be employed by and for Jesus! Much 
of our happiness here has arisen from our 
service, for we have found that " in keep- 
ing his commandments there is a great 
reward;'' and much of our happiness 
above will doubtless arise from our ser- 
vice. As to the nature of that service we 
are not informed, nor is it necessary for 
us to know; for we shall be willing to do 
anything, or be anything, for Jesus. 

'' And there shall he no more curse : hut the throne 
of Gkxl and of the Lamh shall he in it ; and his senrants 
Bh&Q serve him." — Rev. xzii. 8. 



THE OBJECT. 

*' Thine eyes shall see the King in his beauty ; they shall behold 
the land that is very far ofll"— Isa. zzxiiL 17. 

pEW things try the true Christian more 
than his want of the presence of Christ 
If we can but realize that Jesus is with 
us, if his love is shed abroad in our hearts, 
and the light of his countenance shines 
upon us, we are happy and all is welL 
But often, very often, and for long seasons 
together, we have to walk by faith and 
not by sight Believing when we do not 
see, when we do not feel, when we do not 
eiyoy 

Jesus has won our lova He has taken 
away our hearts. So that, if we do not 
enjoy him, we are not Satisfied with any- 
thing. Consequently, one of the great 
attractions of the better land is, that there 
we " shall see the King in his beauty;" 
''we shall see him as he is;" ''and so shall 
we ever be with the Lord." 

What will the first sight of Jesus be! 
WTiat joy, what unutterable pleasure will 
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it impart! Blessed be God, there w 
neverbealaatsightofhim! Suppc 
such a thing: why it would silence t 
harps of angels, and stop the songs 
saints. Heaven would be clothed wi 
sackcloth, and the only sound heard with 
its crystal walls would be weeping, wa 
ing, and indescribable sounds of woe. 

To see Jesus for the last time! t€ 
rible thought! But it cannot be; throuj 
millions of ages we shall gaze on his bea 
ties, and eternity will be occupied 
admiring, adoring, and enjoying his in: 
nite glories. 

Yes, Jesus will be the object that w: 
fix the eye, nourish the heart, and tui 
the tongue for ever. I shall see hii 
whose head was crowned with thorn 
whose hxie was so marred more than ar 
man's, whose heart was broken by e: 
treme agony and pain. But how differe] 
then ; crowned with glory, robed in ligh 
and infinitely happy. 

" They shall see his &oe ; and his name shall be 
I their foreheads." — Ber. zziL 4. 




THE CONTRAST. 

** I reckon, that the snfTerings of this present time are not worthy 
to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.'* 
—Rom. viiL 1& 

T OOK at many of the Lord's people 
now; with sickly bodies, they groan, 
being burdened. With pressing wants, 
they sigh for reUef Tormented by inbred 
sin, they weep and long to be frea Ha- 
rassed by Satan, they pant for deliverance. 
They hunger, they thirst, they suflfer, they 
mourn, they pray, they doubt, they fear, 
they hope, they strive, they struggle, they 
pass through great tribulation. Every 
day ia more or less a day of trial; and 
what with &mUy troubles, business trou- 
bles, church troubles, and soul troubles, 
they are ready to exclaim, " I loathe it, 
I loathe it, I would not live alway/' 

When you have taken a full view of 
them as sufferers, as sojourners, as cross- 
bearers, passing over the desert; then 
look up and see what and where they 
are now. They ** are before the throne of 
God, and serve him day and night in his 





THE OONTBABT. 

temple, and he that sitteth on the throne 
shall dwell among them. Tb^ shall hun- 
ger no more, neither thirst any more; 
neither shall the sun light on them, nor 
any heat. For the Lamh, which ia in the 
midst of the thi'one, shall feed them, and 
shall lead them unto living fountains of 
waters; and Qod shall wipe away aJl tears 
from tlieir eyes." 

How is it possible for the contrast to 
be more complete, between the present 
and fiiture state, of many of the Lord's 
poor tried peoplel Now, the eye of carnal 
reason would say, " They are of all men 
moat miserable." Then, every one will 
acknowledge they are of all men most 
happy, most blessed! Look away then, 
my brother, from all that tries thee, and 
pains tliee, and grieves thy heart; and 
look forward to the period when thou 
shalt be before God's tlirone, the com- 
panion of the Lamb and bis glorified and 
happy company. 

" For our liglit affliction, wbich is but fbr a moment, 
trorketti tor us a far more exceeding and el«nial weigbt 
orglory."--'2 Cor. iy. 17. 



THE mVlTATION. 

**'nien shall the Klnjc Hay onto them on his right hand, Come, 
ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you 
firom the foondation of the world.**~MATT. zxv. 84. 

WHAT a gRrious privilege will this be ! 
Blessed of his Father ! Yes, all whom 
the Father has blessed with divine instruc- 
tion, with an interest in his own glorious 
person, and^ with his Holy Spirit to pre- 
pare them for glory. Blessed? Yes, the 
Father blessed them with all spiritual 
blessings, in heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus. To them the Father, in his good 
pleasure, gave the kingdom ; and they by 
his word and ordinances, by his Spirit and 
his providences, had been preparing for 
the kingdom ; and now Jesus, as the King 
of kings and Lord of lords, invites them to 
come and j!;ake possession of the kingdom. 
It is a state, in which Jesus will reign, 
from which Satan will be expelled, into 
which sin, or sorrow, or suflFering, can 
never enter. It is a state, in which holi- 
ness is perfect, happiness is complete, and 
everlasting honours are conferred. It is 
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a state in which we shall always see i 
King's &ce, enjoy the King's presen 
and rejoice in the King's favour. h 
different to the present! 

Wearied fellow-traveller, look forwt 
and anticipate this glorious event. H 
glorious the person, how great the digni 
how sweet the voice, of him that gi^ 
the invitation! How rich the grace, h 
free the love, how sovereign the mer 
that confers such honour, such happin 
on us ! Well may we exclaim, " He rais< 
up the poor out of the dust, and liftx 
up the beggar from the dunghill, to 
them among princes, and to make th 
inherit the throne of glory." 

Are you fearful, feeble, timid, and pre 
to wander from the Lord? Fear not. F( 
his hungry, clothe his naked, visit 
sick; in a word, show kindness to 
tried ones for his sake, and soon, perh( 
very soon, you will hear him say, " Coi 

INHERIT THE KINGDOM. 
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" Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father's g 
pleasure to give you the kingdom.*' — Luke xii. 82. 
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THE CONCLUSION. 

**Tbe barvett is past, the summer is ended, and we are not 
saTed."— JsB. tUL 30. 

JJITHERTO we have had the aged 
Christian for our companion; but this 
book may be read by an aged sinner, an 
old unbeliever. Ah, there are many such, 
some of whom are uttering these words. 

" Harvest past!'' What, did you sleep 
in harvest? " Simimer ended!" What, 
have you squandered life away? " We are 
not saved!" What, have you neglected 
the one thing needfiil? Poor old man I 
Poor old woman! What folly you have 
been guilty of What a sin you have perpe- 
trated. You have lived, only to insult God. 
You have lived, so as to deplore the 
£X)urse you have pursued to all eternity. 

But, yet there is hopa If harvest is 
past, if summer is ended, life is not ex- 
tinct, and while there is life there is hopa 
Yon may yet be saved. But there is not 
a moment to be lost. The blood of Jesus 
^will wash out the sins of threescore years 
and ten. The righteousness of Jei^us will 
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justify a sinner trembling on the bo 
of the grave. The Spirit of God can 
away the stony heart, and give the : 
of flesh, even at the eleventh hour. 

But immediate application is neces 
Cry mightily to God, that he would 
you his Holy Spirit. Receive into 
heart God^s message of mercy. With< 
thy dependence from all, and everytl 
within thee and without thee, and de 
on Christ alone. 

Jesus still invites thee to come to 
linger not! Jesus is yet willing t 
ceive you. delay not one mon 
Yield not to discouragement Say 
" There is no hope.'' There is; the] 
There is hope, there is mercy for th( 
thou seekest it Seek it at once. ! 
and thou shalt find. Flee, flee, fle 
Jesus ! This moment flee ! For heai 
sake, for thy soul's sake, flee! 

'' Aakf and it shall be given you ; seek, ant 
shall find; knock, and it shall be opened ante 
For every one that asketh, receiyeth; and he 
seeketh, findeth ; and to him that knocketh^ it st 
opened."— Luke zi. 9, 10. 
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